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ABSTRACT

AN INTRODUCTION
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To dwell is something that has been pondered, perfected,
and reinvented without end across human existence. Often
embedded with expected necessities and a variety of unique
customizations, the dwelling is well studied and has become
standardized concerning the western way of life. The living
space has been made efficient, simplified, and assigned
monetary value. To consider value in living suggests a focus
on qualities that directly influence and maintain traditional
aspects of monetary value. Value however, has multiple
definitions. Time and personal connections become emotional
value. Within the realm of construction at reasonable cost,
especially in high density multi-familyhousing models, value
engineering is prioritized. In contemporary western culture,
only the privileged and wealthy are allowed to consider all
aspects of value, as emotion, time, and cost are bound directly
to luxury and wealth.
Replicability, speed of construction, code restrictions, and
costs have replaced the past Eurocentric desire for longevity,
resident impressions, and architectural moments. As stated in
Obsolescence: An Architectural History by Daniel Abramson,
“Redevelopment raised critical questions about the ways the
built environment might contribute to the habits of sociability,
emotional sentiment, and collective and individual identities
through space, symbolism, and aesthetic satisfaction”
(Abramson, 56). Abramson then goes on to say, “These
intangible qualities could not be measured by the paradigm
of urban obsolescence” (Abramson, 56). A problematic truth
not only within the U.S. but also within the global scope is
the inequity concerning housing. This inequity is perpetuated

through monetary value and concerns not only the quality of
the home but also the availability in terms of quantity as well
as in cost. Density, when done correctly, fosters a healthy
urban condition while providing more housing in a more
approachable manner.
These initial investigations into dwelling and the concept of
value have instigated a desire to redefine value from the
traditional economic stance. Value in living currently suggests
a focus on qualities that directly influence and maintain aspects
of monetary value, however value can be placed instead in
what influences emotional well being. Equity becomes a
powerful motivator for the inclusion of positive influences, even
when not directly monetizable.
When considering the critical tools to impact the experience of
spaces directly, and in turn the ease of inhabitation, materials
prove to be crucial. Sentimentality and nostalgia emerge as
responses to both existing and new materials intrinsically tied to
emotion, providing their own means to influence and interpret
that which exists while other means of perception complete
the engagement. Evocation of memories (subconscious or
otherwise) and the presence of an absence induce a journey
attentive to detail without necessarily caring for their origin.
Adaptive reuse emerges as an equitable opportunity in many
aspects while providing a source of emotional heritage. I
choose not to dictate a doctrine of singular restoration but
instead a dialogue of retention, restoration, and removal
under a lens of emotion and pragmatism. This provides
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moments to be precious, creative, or idealistic regarding the elements
that compose the larger entity or the design of the entity itself.
This thesis project emerges as an investigation into a methodology of
design prioritizing emotion, an opportunity to address equity through
the implementation of a new definition of value based within the
relationship between us and our built environment. This allows us to
create better conditions across the spectrum of aesthetics, emotional
wellbeing, social interaction, and economic obtainability. The material
tectonic becomes the medium with which a tangible approach may
form, and the housing typology as a medium to implement it.
Leveraging the ability of a methodology to be both specific and generic,
inserted across a broad spectrum of site and existing conditions, the
thesis focuses on possibility and potential of the method in a specific
instance. Not necessarily meant to be truly practical or economically
optimized, the thesis showcases the possibilities of options that place
the most value upon our perceptions in daily life within the context of
the reimigined existing Broad Street Synagogue.

3

4

COLLAGES

EARLY THESIS EXPERIMENTS

When beginning to consider and the research, the initial
forays into conceptualization had manifested through
collages that attempt to reimagine the way we live while
observing the idea of the podium both as an ideological
platform that may elevate housing and urban renewal
simultaneously, while encouraging non-traditional
implementation. This has started to emerge as a search for
a taxonomy of varied non-standard typologies imagining
partial adaptive reuse.
These collages are not meant to be literal suggestions or
actual representations of potential designs so much as
they are meant to be representations of a direction and
an embodiment of the research associated with these
concepts. These images are meant to explore opportunities
in starting infrastructure or buildings from which to build into
or upon, location relating to the greater urban conditions
and context, and attempts at monumental stature while
acknowledging potential assembly methods.

No. 01: A bridge becomes an opportunity.
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EARLY THESIS EXPERIMENTS

No. 02: Existing provides a platform for expansion and inclusion.

7

No. 03: Verticality and horizontality are explored in densified expression.
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EARLY THESIS EXPERIMENTS

No. 04: An investigation to imagine how interaction between existing and new take place without direct mimicry.
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No. 05: The interior is considered more abstractly to consider value and experience.
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No. 06: An investigation into AR and Experience.
11

A Perspective of the AR scene.
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INFLUENCES

SPECTRUM OF RESEARCH

SALA BECKETT

Several works of text and architecture proved to be
influential not only during the infancy of this thesis
but also well into the design development of the
final iteration. These works each provide unique and
valuable insight, sensibilities, or design approaches that
have proved essential towards the development of this
thesis, and the methodology overall.

IMAGES: GOULA, ADRIÀ. 1._CÁMARA_DE_LUZ. ARCHDAILY. ARCHDAILY,
NOVEMBER 14, 2016. HTTPS://WWW.ARCHDAILY.COM/799128/SALABECKETT-FLORES-AND-PRATS.

FLORES & PRATS
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SPAIN (BARCELONA),
CULTURAL, 2014.
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HOW WE LIVE
TOMORROW: A
POSSIBLE ANTHOLOGY
IN FIVE CHAPTERS
“Since the beginning of mankind,
humans have imagined what the future
would look like. What kind of lives will
we lead? What kind of transportation
will we use? What will our dwellings
look like? Our homes, our furniture, the
objects we use and surround ourselves
with?”

MARTII KALLIALA
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MODERN HOUSING
STANDARDS IN
PRACTICE
“None of these functions, needless to
say, is restricted to the house; but the
house is peculiarly adapted to
facilitate all of them together. Add
to these primarily physiological
requirements, the provision of space
for social companionship and play
and study and the definition of the
house is complete.“

CATHERINE BAUER
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THE KRANE

IMAGES: ROJAS, CRISTOBAL. “THE KRANE / ARCGENCY.” ARCHDAILY.
ARCHDAILY,AUGUST 2, 2017. HTTPS://WWW.ARCHDAILY.COM/876702/THEKRANE-ARCGENCY.

ARCGENCY

DENMARK (COPENHAGEN),
HOSPITALITY, 2017.
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MR BARETT’S HOUSE

IMAGES: DYLAN PERRENOUD., DYLAN. BUREAU USES “SURGICAL
INTERVENTION”TO TRANSFORM CHALET INTO MR BARRETT’S HOUSE.
DEZEEN. JP/POLITIKEN MEDIAGROUP, JUNE 21, 2019. HTTPS://WWW.DEZEEN.
COM/2019/06/21/MR-BARRETTSHOUSEBUREAU-GENEVA/. .

BUREAU

SWITZERLAND (GENEVA),
RESIDENTIAL, 2019.
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SECOND HAND: A
VIRTUAL LECTURE
BY EVA PRATS AND
RICARDO FLORES

NAKAGIN CAPSULE
TOWER

“...you have this kind of emotional
heritage more than a physical heritage
if you want, but the munincipality
doesn’t work like that, they just look at
the building, ‘ yeah its not so valuable
you can turn it away/turn it down’
and for us is a big loss when these
buildings go down...“
IMAGES: NAKAGIN CAPSULE TOWER STREET VIEW, 1975. AUGUST 3,
2021.ARCHEYES.HTTPS://ARCHEYES.COM/NAKAGIN-CAPSULE-TOWERKISHOKUROKAWA/.KUROKAWA, KISHO.NAKAGIN-CAPSULE-TOWERTOKYO-KISHO-KUROKAWA-ARCHEYES-21. ARCHEYES TIMES ARCHITECTURE.
ARCHEYES, AUGUST 3, 2021.HTTPS://ARCHEYES.COM/NAKAGIN-CAPSULETOWER-KISHO-KUROKAWA/.

FLORES & PRATS
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KISHO KUROKAWA

JAPAN (TOKYO), S.R.O.
RESIDENTIAL, 1970.
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POETRY LANGUAGE
THOUGHT, BUILDING
DWELLING THINKING

CASA ACTON

“The nature of building is letting dwell.
Building accomplishes its nature in the
raising of locations by the joining of
their spaces. Only if we are capable
of dwelling, only then can we build.”

IMAGES: GIBSON, ADAM. CASA ACTON. THE LOCAL PROJECT. FISHER
&AMP;PAKEL, STOREY, ARTEDOMUS, OCTOBER 4, 2020. HTTPS://
THELOCALPROJECT.COM.AU/ARTICLES/CASA-ACTON-BY-ARCHIER-PROJECTFEATURE-THE-LOCAL-PROJECT/.

MARTIN HEIDDEGGER
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ARCHIER

TASMANIA (HOBART),
RESIDENTIAL, 2019.
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OBSOLESCENCE:
AN ARCHITECTURAL
HISTORY
“Redevelopment raised critical
questions about the ways the built
environment might contribute to
the habits of sociability, emotional
sentiment, and collective and
individual identities through space,
symbolism, and aesthetic satisfaction.”

DANIEL M. ABRAMSON
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REFLECTIVE NOSTALGIA
A LECTURE BY LYNDON
NERI AND ROSSANA HU
“...one is reflective nostalgia, it thrives
on the longing itself and delays a
homecoming so it’s about the process
of going home but it’s ok if you never
reach home. Wistfully, ironically,
desperately. It does not follow a single
plot but explores way of inhabiting
many places at once and imagining
different time zones. It loves details,
not symbols.“

NERI & HU
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EXPERIENCE

This thesis is an exploration into the aspects of
architecture and material that make us feel. In
a given space, the concepts of sentiment and
nostalgia may be stirred by the components
or materials of that space; this project seeks
to engage with the existing and the new
to evoke and discover these feelings, and
other positive psychological influences. These
are the means through which we can more
equitably understand value within the realm of
architecture and dwelling.
As you begin to parse through the catalog of
the existing state of the site, and the proposed
intervention it is important to immerse yourself
within the space through both 2D formats
(Architectural Drawings, Images) and 3D
formats (Augmented Reality, Virtual Reality) not
as a juror but as an explorer in order to discover
the aspects that you find value in.
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EXPERIENCE: VIRTUAL & AUGMENTED REALITY

The choice to use VR comes as a result of these desires
and conditions. Detail and scale are achievable in a high
degree of fidelity while providing a deeper understanding
of spaces and their conditions. A true means to experience
a space as if one is walking inside to a certain extent. In the
context of this project, it becomes a means to evaluate the
quality of the home. It is a technology that is admittedly in
its infancy and as a result it does create its own impression
upon those who utilize it as an experiential tool for better
or worse. As a result there are many successes and
failures that accompany the use of VR for architectural
works, among those being a learning curve not only for
the creators but additionally for those using the headsets
for the first time. There is a pronounced “dissonance”
that accompanies VR space due to the limitations of the
technology, which admittedly impact the experience for
many as that dissonance is not always easy to look past.
For those without VR access, this book provides QR
codes with links to augmented reality experiences. These
A.R. panoramas allow for a similar but limited means of
explorability and experience from several stationary points
with a 360 degree view.
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CONCERNING WORKING WITH THE EXISTING

It’s so much more than a simple dialogue between old
and new that presents itself in the potential of adaptive reuse of
existing buildings. Every structure presents unique opportunities
in both its own composition as well as through the way it may
be interacted with regardless of luxury, size, or stability. When
we encounter that which has existed we are not confronted with
a symbol of history or occupation but instead by an entity all its
own. We are surrounded by an immense volume of memories
and independent stories that culminate into the narrative of
the many, which none can take singular ownership over but
one that we are all deeply integrated with. Buildings play a
role in this narrative by providing the settings for our memories
to take place in regardless of the significance. An unrelenting
number of these memories are forgettable and mundane but
contribute nonetheless to the story of our lives and thus carry
significance. These buildings are the vessels of an emotional
heritage (Flores & Prats, Second Hand: Avirtual lecture 2021),
they contain portions of the stories of many, and have their
own unique essence.

nostalgia (Neri & Hu, Reflective Nostalgia 2018) that does
not view architecture via symbols, but through its details. This
nostalgia prioritizes the experience/ journey, it loves the details
without longing for their origin, it lives in the present instead
of a fictionalized past. These tools become an unconscious
means to engage with the story of the existing, while other
means of perception complete this engagement.

It’s all centered around emotion and influence, it always
has been and will continue to be. Memories and emotion
go hand in hand, sentimentality and nostalgia provide their
own means to influence and interpret that which exists but
architecture is not solely responsible for either. The existing
provokes the feelings, either positively invoking sentimentality
and sentimental value, or through melancholic means by
indicating the presence of an absence. Even nostalgia can
become a constructive tool, while usually mentioned as a tool
for romanization and falsified histories, there is a reflective

The decision to engage with the existing is a decision to
elevate and celebrate what is ordinary or mundane (Neri
& Hu), a decision to regard something that has its own story with
a view of a greater narrative in mind. A three sided argument
emerges between what can be kept, what may be changed,
and what must be removed. This extends to programmatic
desire, structural instability, and narrative opportunity. Even
the potential abandonment is a part of the story and
cannot be ignored as it is just as important as the time
spent occupied (Flores & Prats, Second Hand: Avirtual lecture

It’s all centered around emotion, perception is the
language to convey this. The existing is an entity composed
of a taxonomy of elements and individual characteristics, a
vessel to contain the identity of the structure and the emotional
heritage embodied within. This does not dictate a doctrine
of singular restoration but begins a dialogue of retention,
restoration, and removal under a lens of emotion and
pragmatism. This provides moments to be precious, and
moments to be creative or idealistic in regards to the elements
in the entity. Materiality is an opportunity for engagement,
organizational tactics, and sentimental activation.
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2021), decay becomes an opportunity to provide provocation
of sentimentality. This idealism becomes easier to digest when
cost is regarded, as it becomes cheaper to retain or restore
than it is to raze and rebuild.
There must be an evaluative criteria then, while all existing
structures provide these opportunities there must be a delineation
of what to look for. Materiality should be the primary concern
as it lends itself immensely to the next occupation of the structure
both in terms of character and capability, as well as the
opportunity for repurposing or unorthodox implementation.
Architectural Style, while not necessary to the decision
making process, provides a good lens for existing character
that directly influences the materiality that is so essential, it also
often provides a good lens to view the individual story of the
structure in addition to providing a means to judge potential
decay, more lovingly referred to as “Patina”.

The availability of natural light proves to be important precisely
because of how it may interact with the materiality and spatial
configurations of the structure; a space that is conscious of the
emotional state must be able to interact with natural light. Of
course immediate context and size become important as they
directly influence future occupation and any modifications that
are desired for the structure, in addition to playing a role in the
embedded story and memories of the space.
In a genuine project proposal the cost of intervention and
interaction is of course always a concern, sometimes being
the most influential limitation of all. A final consideration that
plays into an evaluative criteria would be any potential
disadvantages or restrictions that come bundled with the
structure, ranging from historical mandates on how a project may
proceed to potential safety issues or unresolvable problems.

History, while necessarily essential to a decision, proves
important because it can provide design opportunities through
the engagement with the past and the relationship to the current
condition of the building, which in itself is another important
part of the criteria. Occupation(s) or abandonment across the
passage of time, decay and modifications, or even potential
vandalism may all prove to be more important or influential
than initially regarded.
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THE BROAD STREET SYNAGOGUE/OLD TEMPLE BETH-EL
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688 Broad Street, Providence RI
West End/Elmwood Neighborhood
Erected: 1910
Architect: Banning & Thornton
Structure: Masonry, Terracotta , Concrete, Steel.
Built as a religious structure, initially for a reform congregation
and later sold to an orthodox congregation in 1954. This
changed how certain components of the structure were
used, such as the implementation of separated seating areas
between men and women, and the obsolescence of the pipe
organ as music was not used in their orthodox services. Other
modifications include the renovation of several spaces into
a kitchen/food preparation area, along with several room
combinations for larger occupiable spaces. In 1958 a two
story addition was added, designed by Harry Marshak
providing additional classroom and meeting space along
with a ritual bath (known as the mikvah).

By the late 1980’s usage of the temple was declining, and the
congregation had started construction on a new synagogue to move
to, after this the temple would continue to remain in a state of disuse
and fall into disrepair slowly. From 2011 - 2015 the building began
to be restored slowly, with major renovations being identified. Of
these there are several that were never completed including an
extensive roof replacement and water damage repairs.
After 2015 the structure again fell further into disrepair.
Experiencing further water damage and deterioration, in its current
condition the decay is extensive and the structure remains derelict
without a significant jewish presence in its immediate vicinity to
reoccupy the temple as a religious structure.

The structure is present within a neighborhood categorized
by a mixture of residential and commercial usage, with an
arterial road (Broad Street) directly adjacent to the building.
This neighborhood was previously home to a large portion of
the Jewish population of Providence, over time this population
would relocate slowly towards east providence leading to
declining usage of the temple.
When constructed, there wasn’t a specific architectural
typology utilized for synagogues and because of this it was
often decided to use classical revival as a means to provide
grand and significant spaces for worship, this was a specific
phase in American synagogue architecture as it transitioned
between centuries.
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THE BROAD STREET SYNAGOGUE

BASEMENT
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THE BROAD STREET SYNAGOGUE

MAIN FLOOR
37

38

EXISTING

THE BROAD STREET SYNAGOGUE

FLOOR 2
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THE BROAD STREET SYNAGOGUE

FRONT ENTRANCE

43

FRONT HALL

MAIN CHAMBER

UPPER BALCONY

BASEMENT CHAMBER

CLASSROOM
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THE BROAD STREET SYNAGOGUE

All Images cropped from photographs provided by the Providence Preservation Society, Google Street View, & photos taken by the
Author.
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THE BROAD STREET SYNAGOGUE
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A special thank you to Cara Liberatore, Evan Farley, Jacqueline
Shaw, Carl Lostritto, Chris Bardt, Leeland McPhail, Evelyn Ehgotz,
Wendy Zhuo, and to all my friends & family who helped, supported,
and inspired me during this project.
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TERMS AS DEFINED FOR THIS THESIS

ADAPTIVE REUSE: Approaching an existing structure

QUALITY OF LIFE: A barely quantifiable means to assess

with the intention of modifying, repairing, or otherwise
reimagining it as a piece of a new project in lieu of
demolition or complete disassembly.

TRADITIONAL: A historically Eurocentric or Western view

DWELL: Not only to occupy within a (residential) space,

the manner in which one dwells.

on domestic life and the home.

but to genuinely live within it. Experiences of domestic life
and familiarity blend to create the idea of “home”.

TYPOLOGY: A standardized classification for a type of

EMBODIED LABOR: A concept surrounding the idea that

VALUE: An attempt to objectively quantify or assess.

all man-made structures inherently require some quantity
of human labor and effort to reach completion, across a
variety of disciplines and crafts. This is independent from
embodied energy.

EMOTIONAL VALUE: Opting to quantify the value
of a space not through monetary evaluations of cost or
profitability, but instead through the capability for positive
psychological influence a space my impart onto an
occupant.

space or unit of occupation.

Subjectively it manifests through the things one finds
important or essential.

VALUE ENGINEERING: A term to describe the
repeated removal or modification of a project to abide to
monetary restrictions or other requirements, often resulting
in a project that is less creative or expressive than the initial
proposal.

NECESSITIES: Appliances, utilities, or other fixtures
anticipated for domestic tasks or functions.
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RETHINKING

THROUGH AN
ANALYSIS OF HOW
WE LIVE IN HOUSING,
BOTH IN THE PAST
AND PRESENT, A
NEW TYPOLOGY
CAN EMERGE
THAT PRIORITIZES
THE EXISTING
STRUCTURES AROUND
US AND THE VALUE,
EQUITY, AND
QUALITY OF LIFE OF
THOSE WHO WILL
RESIDE WITHIN.

